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Fidel Fajardo-Acosta, Courtly Seductions, Modern Subjections: Troubadour 
Literature and the Medieval Construction of the Modern World (Tempe, Arizona: 
Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 2010) 267 + x pages / MRTS 
Vol. 376, ISBN: 978-0-86698-424-9 / $55 
 
A critical analysis of courtly love and medieval troubadour literature, this book claims 
they were instrumental in the constitution of the modern subject and its preparation for 
life in the highly regulated societies of the modern world. Relating troubadour texts to the 
rise of commerce, luxury commodities, social differentiation, the centralization of 
authority, and the crusades, the author proposes that western romantic love, from its 
courtly beginnings, eroticized the forms and values of the early European commercial 
economy and nation-states—playing a key role in the subjection of medieval hearts, 
minds and bodies to the disciplines of emerging modern powers. 
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Orders within North America: 
Cornell University Press Services 
PO Box 6525 
Ithaca, NY 14851 
FAX: (800) 688‐2877 (U.S. Only) 
PH: (800) 666‐2211; (607) 277‐2211 
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North American shipping fees (U.S. dollars): 
U.S. and Canada: $6 for the first volume, plus 
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European Orders: 
NBN International 
Estover Road, Plymouth 
PL6 7PZ, United Kingdom 
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